
Luke 10:25-37 

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? 
What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” 28And 
he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbour?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 
and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he 
put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever 
more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”  37He said, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise. 

SERMON: “It’s the questions that matter”. 

Pupil: “Rabbi, why do you always answer a question with a question? “ 

Rabbi: “What’s the matter with answering a question with a question?” 



Answering questions with questions was a go to move in the verbal tennis 
matches so popular in Jesus’ day. Often such matches produced winners 
and losers.  A legal scholar thinks he’s got the verbal equivalent of the 
overhead smash to put the set away when he asks Jesus, “and who is my 
neighbour?” 

So Jesus just throws it out there. That’s what the word parable means, after 
all…to toss it out there. The pastor/theologian and artist Dan Erlander once 
described how parables work. It’s like a little seed, planted in the back of 
our minds that blooms unexpectedly and boom! It shatters our old 
categories and perspectives and potentially changes our values and actions. 

Jesus tells a story rich in detail that invites us to ask a very different 
question from “who is my neighbour”.  In effect, Jesus asks “what does 
being a good neighbour look like?” 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. interprets this parable as part of a speech titled 
“I’ve been to the Mountaintop”. In 1963, the night before he died Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. gave the speech  on the occasion of garbage 
collectors striking in Memphis Tennessee.  They want justice. They want to 
make a decent living. Dr. King says that the pain they feel is acute and 
needs to be shared by a community. 

 Dr. King says Jesus takes a philosophical question tossed in the air about 
“who is our neighbour” he brings it to earth by asking, “how shall we act”? 

In his speech, Dr. King offers possible questions that the three passersby in 
Jesus’ parable might be asking themselves.  

   “And you know, it's possible that the priest and the Levite 
looked over that man on the ground and wondered if the 
robbers were still around. Or it's possible that they felt that the 
man on the ground was merely faking. And he was acting like 



he had been robbed and hurt, in order to seize them over there, 
lure them there for quick and easy seizure. And so the first 
question that the priest asked -- the first question that the Levite 
asked was, "If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?" 
But then the Good Samaritan came by. And he reversed the 
question: "If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to 
him?"  (“I’ve Been to the Mountaintop”, April 3, 1968-printed in American Rhetoric 
May 3, 2021) 

The New Testament scholar Matt Skinner likes to tease out the question a 
bit more and ask, what changes for  the Samaritan because he DOES help 
the person who had been mugged.  Dr. Skinner imagines the man finds true 
community that transcends race, class, occupation and social standing. In 
real time, the Samaritan finds his own life in seeking to save another’s—he’s 
stumbled into what Jesus calls the kingdom of God. 

We Jesus-followers and church folk have questions of our own. Frequently 
we ask “what will become of us?”.  Cascading beneath that question we ask, 
“How can a few of us aging folks keep our churches going much less dive 
in to Jesus’ blessing and world saving agenda?”   

We can also ask what God calls us to do and be now…even as we are aging 
and life has changed so quickly. We can ask ‘who is our neighbour’ ; a 
question we ask for the sake of the neighbour.  

We really want to know who needs us? 

How can we help?  

We pray for our neighbours in Ukraine, Highland Park, Uvalde, and 
Somalia. The enormity of need leads us to ask ourselves “how we can 
follow Jesus’ command to go and do likewise?”.  



We might feel like we’ve been sent to clear land fills and have been given 
only tweezers to do the job. So now we ask, “How will the God who is 
faithful and keeps promises…the God who raises Jesus from the dead help 
us to love our neighbour?” 

Parables challenge. Parables also comfort. Jesus throws it out there that 
God does amazing things with seeds, a pinch of salt and even sometimes 
with people we’d least expect to be agents of God’s mercy and love. 
Sometimes, we’re those unexpected people. Amen.  


